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The Presbytery, 20 Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP 
Parish Office  020 8650 0970 

Open Monday to Friday  9 - 1pm 
                                                     

Email stedmundsparish@btconnect.com 

                                                                   Website: www.saintedmunds.net 

 

Salesian Sisters 
25 Village Way, BR3 3NA 
020 8650 6313 
patdevine13@gmail.com 

Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

 

This weekend there will be a speaker from the SVP at all masses 
and the second collection today will be for their work locally. 

 

 

BECKENHAM is not in the dioceses of Westminster, Arundel and 

Brighton or Portsmouth, the three jurisdictions which linked the 

priestly ministry of Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor, who died at 

the beginning of this month; but there are various reasons why we 

should particularly pray for his soul and give thanks for his service to 

the Church. 

 

The first reason is his national role.  Although it is not technically 

correct to refer to any Archbishop of Westminster as the ‘leader of 

the Catholic Church’ in England and Wales, the See of Westminster 

has since the restoration of the hierarchy in 1850 always enjoyed a 

primacy of honour and a de facto leadership role.  In this position I 

think there are two achievements for which the late cardinal was 

responsible which are important and long-lasting.  The first was that 

possibly as a result of mistakes he knew he had made as a bishop in 

the area of disciplining clergy guilty of child abuse, he set up our 

present Child Protection policies to ensure that such mistakes could 

not happen again - policies which are thought to be a very good   

example to the rest of the Catholic Church.  He had to brave a lot of 

criticism to do this.  Secondly he was responsible for the clear     

condemnation by the Bishops Conference of plans to renew the   

Trident nuclear missile programme (a move his predecessor Cardinal 

Hume had resisted) which clarified the Church’s critique of the 

nuclear deterrence policies of this country (the Scots bishops 

had for many years condemned Trident).  

 

With regard to the Westminster diocese he also took the step of 

introducing the permanent diaconate (a move his predecessor 

Cardinal Hume had resisted) and joining the existing southern 

dioceses’ formation programme.  Students and formation team 

members on our programme from the Westminster diocese have 

made a tremendous contribution over the years, thanks to him.     

 

We have other links here. He has a nephew who lives in the 

parish, and early on in the century he came here to celebrate     

St Edmund’s day with us, for which a special lectern fall was 

made which displays St Edmund’s coat of arms with a          

cardinal’s hat (although he wasn’t one).  The link was also   

because he was an old friend of Father Jack Madden, formed on 

many a course (Fr Jack had also known well the cardinal’s 

brother, the legendary Southampton priest Mgr Pat Murphy 

O’Connor).  I remember being introduced to Bishop Murphy 

O’Connor (before he went to Westminster) by Archbishop   

Michael Bowen, who explained to him that I was Jack         

Madden’s curate.  Bishop Cormac asked me (as one would) 

whether I played golf and I mumbled my apologies; Archbishop 

Michael then said ‘I don’t think it would be a good idea for 

Jack’s curates to play golf.’ (Fr Jack loved this story and told it 

often; I can claim to be possibly the only priest in the country 

who has been more or less told by his bishop not to play the 

game). 

 

Many have paid tribute to Cardinal Cormac’s warmth and deep 

faith, and this was shared with people in many ways.  He was 

gentle, kind and witty.  I didn’t see him very often, nor can I 

claim to have known him well, but particularly in later years he 

always remembered me and asked after Jack’s health.  His final 

decline was rapid because only in May he came to a large  

glittering banquet at St Mary’s University to mark the 60th  

anniversary of his ordination, and was on  

good form. 

 

May he rest in peace.        

THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF CARDINAL MURPHY O’CONNOR 
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ADMISSION TO HOSPITAL 

RC hospital chaplains will only be 
aware of your admission if you 
specifically ask for the hospital 
chaplaincy team to be informed.  
Please tell a member of the ward 
staff.   

It is also helpful to let one of our 
clergy know or ask someone to 
contact the Office and give us 
your name and ward if known. 

 PARISH NOTICES 

 

 

PRAYER, FAITH, LOVING SERVICE AND  

THE SACRAMENTAL LIFE 

Monday 2 October, St Patrick’s, Soho Square 

Bishop Mark O'Toole, head of the Department of           

Evangelisation and Catechesis of CCBEW will give a    

lecture entitled, How to be a disciple making disciple: 

Prayer, Faith, Loving Service and the Sacramental 

Life to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the           

publication of the Catechism.  Doors of St Patrick's Church, 

Soho Square will open at 6:30 pm and Bishop Mark will 

begin his lecture at 7.  Admission £5 at the door.                                                     

Registration:guildofourladyandstjoseph@gmail.com 

Please continue to bring in your 
Missio boxes for emptying during 
this last week of the month.   Once 
emptied the box will be left in the 
church porch for collection so 
please remember to look for your 
box and take it home with you. 

EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTERS OF  
HOLY COMMUNION 

Saturday 14 October at 10.30am 
 

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT QUESTIONNAIRE 
A big thank you to those who filled in questionnaires on 
the Life in the Spirit Seminars held in May/June of this 

year.  Feedback will be given at our follow up meeting on  
24 October, 7.30pm in the Hall. 

ST EDMUND’S CATHOLIC SINGLES 
Our next get-together is next Saturday 30 September.  We 
will meet outside the church after the 6pm Vigil mass and 

go to Sapore Vero, a friendly Italian restaurant at the  
top of the High Street. 

We need to know numbers so we can book a table, so if 
you are interested in joining us please confirm with Emily 

by phoning 07576 761 990 or emailing her at  
stedmundscatholicsingles@gmail.com 

We are asking all Extraordinary    
Ministers of Holy Communion to 
come to a talk and a short refresher 
session in the hall after the 10am 
mass on the 14th.   
We would encourage all to attend, 
however long they have been in  
this role. 

MASS FOR THE SICK AND  
THE HOUSEBOUND 

21 October at 3pm 
We are very happy to announce that our local SVP 

(St Vincent de Paul)  
https://www.svp.org.uk/ has offered to organise this 

annual Mass for our sick and housebound  
parishioners. 

 
There will be priests available to hear  

confession from 2.30pm and after the Mass 
if needed. 

During the Mass there will be Anointing of the Sick 
for all who wish for it.  

Afterwards everyone is invited to have  
refreshments in the Hall. 

Please would all parishioners spread the word 
about this Mass as many of those who might wish 

to come will not see the newsletter. 
 

Would anyone who is coming, or their carers 
please contact the organisers so they have an  

idea of numbers. 
  

We will need some help to get people to and from 
the church so if you could help please  

contact either of the names below. 
  

Rosemary 07956 109 465, 
email r.ekong@ucl.ac.uk or  

Fiona 07956 516 279,  

email fionaross8@gmail.com 

OLD £1 COIN  
The old £1 coin is going out of circulation by Sunday  

15 October.  Therefore, the last day the church can  
accept the old £1 coin will be on Sunday 8 October.  

So spend, bank or donate your round £1 coins before they 
are no longer legal tender.  

MASS COUNT 
From next weekend and for the following three Sundays 

catholic churches will be making the annual national mass 
count of all who attend Mass throughout England and 

Wales.  So if you notice certain individuals walking up and 
down, gazing intently across the rows,  

worry not - they are only counting heads! 
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The first meeting after the summer break is next Saturday 

30 September.  Anyone of secondary school age is  
welcome to join us in the Hall from 7 - 9pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please put Friday 29 September in your diary and come 
along to help raise funds for Macmillan Cancer. 

We will be hosting a coffee morning in no11 from 10.30am - 
2.30pm.  Delicious home-made cakes will be on sale for 

you to enjoy with a cup of tea or coffee.   
 

We would be grateful if some parishioners could do 
some baking for us.  If you are able to, would you let 

the office know please? 
Many thanks 

COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND  
REFUGEES 

Our collection of items for asylum seekers and  

refugees in London is TODAY -  

Sunday, 24 September 
If you have forgotten to bring your donation it can be left 

at the back of the church until 9am tomorrow  
morning. 

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY SERVICE 
Songs of Praise for Harvest 

 
St George’s Church, Beckenham 

Sunday 1 October at 3.30pm 
Followed by refreshments 

Further information from Revd, Dr. Maggie Wilkinson on 
020 8650 2312 

       ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 

       Saturday 30 September 

Hayes to Farnborough  

Meet at Hayes station at 10am.  Suitable for experienced 
walkers, walking boots needed and snacks. About 8 

miles. Approx 4-5 hrs. Just turn up. 
 

Monday 16 October 

Crystal Palace.  

Meet at 10am at Thicket Road (lower) entrance to park. 
Gentle walk, suitable for all, approx 2 hours. Just turn 

up.  If transport required from St Edmunds contact  

Margaret Kelleher 8650 2175   07880 793175.  

POPE FRANCIS ON LOVE AND JOY 
Saturday 7 October in Forest Hill,  

2:30 to 5:30pm 
Booking essential - marriagese@tiscali.co.uk 

SALESIAN SISTERS - SR HELEN 
I was asked to come to 25 Village Way last year for one 
year while our convent in Battersea, where I lived was     
being refurbished.  If all goes according to plan, I expect to 
return there on 25 or 26 September. 
I would like to express my thanks to you all for the warm, 
friendly welcome I received when we arrived here in     
Beckenham to begin our new Mission. 
I’ve experienced a great sense of belonging and                
at-homeness here.  Thank you for the continued support 
and interest you’ve shown in our work with the asylum 
seekers.  Be assured of my prayers for each one of you 
and for your very dedicated priests! 
May St Edmund’s continue to flourish and bear fruit for 
many souls in Beckenham and the surrounding area.  
Please keep me in your good prayers and offer a warm   
welcome Sr Margaret when she arrives in Beckenham. 
 
God bless you all.    Sr Helen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The RCIA course 2017/2018 for those interested in  
learning about the Catholic Faith has now started at  
no11 Village Way on Thursday evenings.  If you are  

interested in joining the course it is not too late, so please 
contact Mary Deering on 020 8650 9650 or Cathy Denne 

on 020 8650 0051, or email us on 
rcia.stedsbeck@hotmail.com 

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR 
AGAIN..................... 
Parish Dinner and Dance 
Friday 8 December 
Put the date in your diary 

CHRISTMAS FAIR  
Put the date in your diary.  We are having a 

Christmas Fair in our Hall on  
Sunday 3 December. 

 
Next week’s newsletter will have details of 

the organisers and a request for volunteers, 
so watch this space. 

YOUTH CLUB 
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS 
24 September - 1 October 

 
Sunday 24  September Twenty-fifth Sunday 
  8.00 am Church For the people  
  9.30 am Church Canon Jack Madden RIP 
    (Family Mass) 

11.00 am Church Richard Graves RIP  
  5.30 pm Church Private intention 
  7.00 pm Church For the conversion of England 

 
Monday 25  September Feria  
  8.15 am 27 V Way Conrath Family 
10.00 am Church Diane and Des Brelu-Brelu 
     Silver Wedding 
  7.30 pm 27 V Way Adoration Hour 
   
 

Tuesday 26 September Feria (SS Cosmas and   
     Damian) 
  8.15 am Claver Thanksgiving for Diane and Des 
    Brelu-Brelu Silver Wedding 

10.00 am Church Canon Jack Madden RIP 
 
Wednesday 27 September  St Vincent de Paul 
  8.00 am Challoner Private Intension 
  8.15 am  Claver Brendan Murray  RIP 
10.00 am Church Mr and Mrs Curtin 

  7.30 pm  Church David Joseph Kingston RIP 
 
Thursday 28 September Feria (St Wenceslaus) 
  8.15 am Claver Mrs Garigan RIP 
10.00 am Church Tom Knell RIP 
  8.00 pm  Claver Adoration and Benediction 
 
Friday 29 September SS Michael, Gabriel and  
    Raphael, Archangels) 
  8.15 am Claver Mass cancelled 
  9.00 am Challoner Private intention 
  9.10 am St Mary’s  Mass cancelled 

10.00 am Church St Edmund’s Catholic Singles  
 
Saturday 30 September St Jerome 
  8.15 am Claver Joe McHugh RIP 
10.00 am Church Laurie Pensa and Olga RIP 
 

Confessions from 10.30 - 11 am & from 5.00 - 6.00pm 

6.00 pm Church Victor and Jessica Difolco RIP 

 

Sunday 1 October Twenty-sixth Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Anna and Tom Knell RIP  
  9.30 am Church For the people 
11.00 am Church Jo George RIP  
  5.30 pm Church Deidre Gibbons and family 
  7.00 pm Church Eileen & Christine Thomas RIP 

Please pray for the housebound, and the sick and others who 
have asked for our prayers. 

Dorothy Appleyard, Peter Appleyard, Mary Atsu, Iris Beck,  
James Bekoe, Kim Benardis, Christopher Browne, Edith Campos,  

Vienna-Marie Carpenter, John Colling, Tony Cox,  
Ruby Desmond, Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, John Dillon,  

Rita Dixon, Elizabeth, Ann Elmer,  
Martin Farquhar, Margaret Fennessy, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox, 

Barry Gardiner, Baby Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi,  
Philomena Guard, Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd,  

Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte, Kathy Jobson,  
Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria Jovanov, Fr Peter Kelly, Grace Knight, 

Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge,  
Kathy Maleczek, Neelam Malik, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, 
Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family,  

Patrick Metters, Eddie Mitchell 1 yr, Gaynor Mullane, Dominic Nash, 
Sean O’Connor, Josephine O’Hagan, Valerie Parr, Dorothy Pask,  

Leonard Pope, John Quaife, Kieran Quinn (13 Months),  
Baby Isaac Ratinckx, Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic,  

Claire Shelton-Jones, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll,  
Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Jo Subieta, 

 Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, Sarah Thornton, Barry Thorp,  
Katie Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner,  
Annette Virdee, Hilary Walker, Louise Walters, Patricia Weal,  

Terry Weal, Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz,  
Maureen Young, Fred Wye and Ziggy Sobolewski. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Meditation - every Monday in no11 from 5.30 to 6.15pm 
 
Friday 29 - 10.30-2.30 Macmillan Coffee Morning in no11 
Friday 29 - Bible Study and Prayer Group in no11 
Saturday 30 - Youth Club 7-9pm in Hall 
Saturday 30 - St Edmund’s Singles Meal  
 
OCTOBER 
Meditation - every Monday in no11 from 5.30pm to 6.15pm 
 
Saturday 14 - Talk for all Extraordinary Ministers of  
    Communion - in the Hall after morning mass 
Saturday 21 - Mass for the Sick and the Housebound  
Tuesday 24 -  Follow up from Life in the Spirit Seminars 
 

The collection last Sunday raised £2541.81 
The collection for Home Mission Sunday raised £790.79 

 
We are extremely grateful to the growing number of  

parishioners who choose to make their offerings by Standing 
Order or GoCardless (via ChurchSuite).  A weekly average of 

£931.56 is donated in this way and this figure is growing.  
 

Please remember in your prayers those whose  
anniversaries occur at this time. 

Edward Sullivan, Esther Smith, Patricia Deeley,  
Marian Hughes, Tom Knell, Nick Gowing,  
Marie-Louise Hylton, Christopher Tolhurst  

and Pope John Paul I 
 

Please pray for those who have died recently. 
Veronica Shelly-Pearce, Noel Edmund Baines,  

Joanna Moriarty, Maureen Simmons and Arthur Manning.  

 
Readings for Twenty-sixth Sunday 
Ezekiel 18:25-28 
Psalm 24 
Philippians 2:1-11 
Matthew 21:28-32 
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