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WHAT WAS THE PEACE NOTE? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THERE have been many events to mark the centenary of the First World War - its outbreak, back in 2014, and grim land-
marks such as the anniversary of the Battle of the Somme last year.  These are important as they enable us to reflect on 
the horror of the war and the deaths of at least eight million servicemen from the combatant countries.  Many of us have 
family members who were killed in the war and it is a good time to remember them as well. 
But one event which I suspect will not be marked very much is the most important initiative which the Roman Catholic 
Church - in the person of Pope Benedict XV -  took to try and bring the war to an end, in the summer of 1917.  The     
picture above is of the monument to the pope in St Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  The pope, elected very shortly after the war 
began, opposed it strongly and challenged the claims of both sides in the war that they were acting morally - for him it 
was madness, the ‘suicide of Europe’.  
By the early months of 1917 there were signs of widespread war-weariness, and some indications of a willingness to 
compromise and negotiate.  It was particularly necessary for Germany to do so, since by this stage only Germany was 
really occupying other countries’ territory.  In the late spring the pope put out feelers to Germany and Austria-Hungary, 
and there seemed to be some grounds for hope.  In mid-August the pope sent to the belligerent countries what became 
known as the ‘Peace Note’ with definite proposals to bring the fighting to an end - an immediate halt to hostilities, a 
phased reduction in armaments, an end to the occupying of territory (so Germany would evacuate Belgium) and   
negotiations about the future of disputed areas such as Alsace-Lorraine.  Moreover, everyone would renounce any claim 
to reparations from others: the pope was interested in reconciliation, not punishment. 
Tragically the initiative failed and Europeans continued killing each other in huge numbers until November 1918 The  
Allies were particularly negative - Britain didn’t even send a reply to the Pope’s Note -  and President Woodrow Wilson 
had no time for it.  By the summer the High Command in Germany had reasserted its control and believed it could win 
the war quickly before the American troops reached Europe. The pope said that the failure of his Note was the worst  
experience of his life and ministry.  What would the history of Europe have been if it had worked and his move ended the 
war, rather than the Treaty of Versailles? 
For Christians and others of good will, reconciliation and peace-making are the right way to live and to settle disputes - 
not all out war until victory is complete, nor punishment and recrimination.  Some of the challenges which the pope faced 
(and he was undermined by local Catholic leaders, particularly in this country) are still with us now as we try to move 
away from the madness of war. 
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MONTHLY NEWS 
FROM  

ST. EDMUND’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH, 

BECKENHAM 

If you do not wish to receive a copy of this publication  
 please let us know and remember to include your address.  

ST. ED. 
 Email stedmundsparish@btconnect.com 
 Website: www.saintedmunds.net 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com


LEAVING THE EUROPEAN UNION  There are over three million EU citizens living in the UK and about a    

million British citizens living elsewhere in the EU.  They face an uncertain future.  Where do your candidates stand 

on the future of EU citizens in the UK and reciprocal rights for UK citizens in the EU?  As our formal    leaving of the 

EU approaches, new trade deals will be negotiated.  It is important that in them human and workers’ rights, the      

environment, and the development of the world’s poorest countries are taken into account.  What issues do your    

candidates think should be the top priority when forming new international partnerships?  

ISSUES ON FAMILY AND LIFE  In 2015 Parliament voted overwhelmingly to protect society’s most vulnerable 

people, by preventing the legalisation of assisted dying.  Will your candidates uphold this decision?  Will they       

support measures to promote the intrinsic value of life at every stage?  The family is at the heart of the health and  

well-being of society, above all the well-being of children.  What policies do your candidates propose for the       

flourishing of family life?  

CRIMINAL JUSTICE  In a civilised society prisons should be places of redemption and rehabilitation.  Our prison 

system faces unprecedented levels of violence and suicide.  Do your candidates support urgent prison   reform and 

better resourcing?  

MIGRATION  The UK has long been a place of welcome for people from other countries.  There needs to be a clear 

policy on migration, which works for the economy and is respectful of the unity of marriage and family life.  How 

will your candidates ensure that we operate a fair migration system for people wanting to enter and work in the UK?  

REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS  The UK is currently committed to resettling at least 20,000 of the most 

vulnerable Syrian refugees by 2020.  Will your candidates work to ensure that this commitment is kept and options to 

expand the scheme are considered?  Will they promote a welcoming society and stand against hate crime?  

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF  Across the world millions of people are persecuted because of their 

beliefs.  How do your candidates intend to promote freedom of religion or belief for all, and what steps could be taken 

as a priority in UK foreign policy to protect religious minorities, including Christian minorities?  

HELPING THE WORLD’S POOREST  Aid provided by the UK saves lives and helps people out of poverty.  Will 

your candidates commit to protecting and enhancing the international development budget?  

CARING FOR THE VULNERABLE  There are many in our communities who are financially vulnerable and 

struggle to make ends meet or are in need of decent housing.  Where do your candidates stand on helping the  poorest, 

in terms of health, social care and housing?  How will they support people with mental health problems?  How will 

they finance these services?  

EDUCATION  Catholic schools make a positive contribution to society, serving over 845,000 children in England 

and Wales.  Will your candidates support parental choice for the education of their children?  Will they support 

Catholic schools as part of this choice for faith-based education?  

MODERN SLAVERY Modern slavery is a gross violation of human dignity affecting at least 14,000 people in the 

UK and millions more around the world.  How will your candidate give political support to the fight against modern 

slavery and better assistance for its victims?  There are many other issues you will be considering.  In all of them 

please bear in mind not only their impact on you and your family but also their impact on our wider world.  The UK 

has a long and worthy tradition of generosity and justice.  The values contained in these questions are  fundamental to 

our way of life and the good of our society.    
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THE WINTERSHALL LIFE OF CHRIST 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Last month the children from year 3 in St Mary’s Primary School spent a day watching the out-
door production of the Life of Christ at the Wintershall Estate near Guildford in Surrey. This play 
has become well known in recent years: the life of Jesus is enacted throughout the whole day in 
various parts of the estate, involving a large number of actors and school children, and watched 
by a mixture of adults and children. It is a very powerful presentation of the events described in 
the gospels.  In the picture above Jesus is shown teaching the crowds from the shore, and in the 
lower picture you can see some of the children watching another scene. It was very moving and a 
good way for children to enter into the drama of the life of Christ. 
 
For more details of the production see www.wintershall-estate.com and for more about  
St Mary’s School go to www.st-marys-catholic.bromley.sch.uk 
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Mass Times at  
St. Edmund’s: 
  
Sundays: 
6.00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil);  
8.00 a.m.;  
9.30 a.m. (Choir)  
(Family Mass 4th Sunday);  
11.00 a.m. (Chorale);  
5.30 p.m. (Folk Choir);  
7.00 p.m. 
 
Weekdays:   
8.15 a.m. (Mon at 25  
Village Way, Tues - Sat at 
the Claver Convent) 
St. Edmund’s  
10.00 a.m.; (Mon - Sat.) 
7.30 p.m.(Wed only) 
St Mary’s School: 
Fri 9.10 a.m. (term time only) 
 
Holydays of Obligation:   
St. Edmund’s 
(Vigil) 7.30 p.m.;  
7.30 a.m.; 10.00 a.m.; 
12 noon; 8.00 p.m.  
St Mary’s School:  
9.10 a.m. (term time only).  
 

Confessions:  
Saturday:  10.30 – 11.00 and 
5.00 – 6.00 p.m.,  
after evening Mass and at 
other times - on request. 


