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THE WITNESS OF PERE JACQUES HAMEL 

The second collection next week is for the Clergy Support Campaign 
We will also be collecting for the refugees 

 

 

For many priests, at all sorts of levels, there is something unique 

and personally awesome about the experience of saying Mass. 

Priests sometimes reflect that being able to do this is the reason 

above all why they have become priests; some might think that to 

die at the end of saying Mass, is perhaps the ideal way to die. 

But there is something particularly shocking about a priest being 

killed while celebrating Mass - this is part of the significance of the 

martyrdom of Blessed Oscar Romero in March 1980.  So it was 

that the killing just over a year ago, on 26 July 2016, of an elderly 

priest in Normandy who too was saying Mass with a small week-

day Mass congregation, seemed to be uniquely shocking.  Of 

course we need to be careful - while it does shock us because of 

what we believe about the Mass and about priesthood, we all know 

that many deaths, every day, are more horrific.  A year on it is 

good to reflect on what happened. 

Jacques Hamel was born in the Norman town of Darnétal in 1930.  

After a conventional education and a short spell doing military 

service, he trained for the priesthood and was ordained for the 

archdiocese of Rouen in 1958.  After serving in various parishes 

his last assignment as parish priest was in the town of Sainte-

Etienne du Rouvray, where he remained resident after his retire-

ment.  He was killed by two knife-wielding men, supporters of the 

‘Islamic state’, who also took hostages from the congregation until 

they were shot by police. 

The significance of his death can be seen on at least two levels.   

First and foremost, the Church has been clear from the beginning 

that he needs, like Blessed Oscar Romero, to be seen as a martyr. 

He was  killed  because of ‘hatred of the faith’, so the pope has  

speeded up the beatification and canonisation processes.  Père 

Hamel is thus like all the martyrs of the history of the Church; 

he is also alongside countless others killed for being Christians 

(particularly in the Middle East), of whom we are more aware 

than in the past because of modern communications.  Of 

course, we also need to remember that martyrdom for the 

Christian is an example of Christ’s triumph over evil: when we 

honour saints who were martyred (and Pope Francis celebrated 

a Mass in P. Hamel’s honour as a martyr not long after the kill-

ing took place), these observances are joyful, not carried out in 

mourning. We know from the early Church that one of things 

which really bewildered the Roman authorities was this evident 

rejoicing at the killing of one of the Christian number.  The real 

threats to life which we see should make us careful about 

claiming in Great Britain that we are persecuted.  It is disturb-

ing that sometimes Christians - particularly in affluent       

countries where there is no serious threat to the faith except 

apathy - react with outrage and anger to killings like that of    

P. Hamel, even seeking retaliation, oblivious of the fact that 

Our Lord told his followers to expect persecution and to 

‘rejoice and dance for joy’ at its arrival. 

The second thing to remember is that P.Hamel had been a 

strong supporter of good interfaith relations in northern France. 

He had worked closely with the president of the local council 

of Muslims in Normandy and made available disused Church 

land to the local mosque.  For religious extremists such as the 

men who killed him, not only was his Christian faith a threat, 

so was his commitment to reconciliation, to mutual understand-

ing with Muslims and members of other faiths, to good       

relationships. This is important because to be honest many 

Catholics, eager to acclaim P. Hamel as a martyr, don’t really 

believe in or value these things either, in spite of the teachings 

of the Second Vatican Council and the actions in particular of 

St John Paul II, Benedict XVI and Francis since then.  There 

are still anti-Muslim attitudes in our community which are at 

odds with Church teaching. 

Extremists like the young men who slit P.Hamel’s throat want 

there to be more division and enmity between Christians and 

Muslims. The best way we can honour martyrs like him is to be 

true to his ideals and actions.    
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 PARISH NOTICES 
 

 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 
Parents need to attend a short meeting before their 
first child can be baptised.  The next one is today,  

Sunday in the Hall at 3pm.   
No need to book, just turn up. 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
Kelsey Park Stroll.  Meet at 7 pm on Monday 17 July at 

the North Gate i.e. gate nearest to High Street. 
 

Ladywell Walk.  Meet at 9.15 am on Saturday 29 July at 
Clock House Station 

 

 

5.30PM MASS -  FOLK CHOIR 
The choir will soon be taking our summer break. 
We will be singing at Mass today and will then  
return on 3 September hopefully refreshed and  

recharged. 

FR MARK’S FAREWELL PARTY 
The farewell party for Fr Mark will be on Sunday 

30 July starting at 1.00pm.  
 

We will open the doors at 1.00pm  but Fr Mark will be there 
all afternoon and into the evening so please come along 

when you wish. 
 

We have planned an array of food to appeal to all tastes. 
We would be delighted if those attending could  

'bring a dish' to add to the spread!  

We have put a ‘menu’ on the board near the Sacred Heart 
statue.  Please write your name against the relevant food/
dish/drink on the sheet, including the approximate quantity 
you will make.  If there is anything not on the list that you 

would like to contribute, just add it with your name and the 
quantity you will prepare.  

 
We know that some groups have already made plans  to 

bring food.  That’s great but please would you add it to the 
list or tell one of the organisers.  

 
If you would like to help, decorating the hall the evening 
before, setting up on the day, helping during the party or 

tidying up at the end please contact :   

Jocelyn on 07860 409 107 email drjmaxime@gmail.com 

Christina on 07963 783 299  

email christinamcarr@hotmail.co.uk 

Tanya on 07415 054 468 email kaditanya@gmail.com 

Drink can be left at the parish office but  
please bring your food/drink along to the hall from  

9am on Sunday 30 July.  
 

COLLECTION FOR FR MARK 
If you haven’t yet donated to Fr Mark's leaving collection, 
there are still envelopes at the back of the church or use 

your own and return it to the presbytery as soon as  
possible. 

Please see separate item on Gift Aid. (p3) 

TREVOR BINLEY RIP  
Jane, Laura, Sarah and Emma wish to thank their           

‘St Edmund’s Family’ for the overwhelming support, 
prayers and words of comfort they have received in the 

last few weeks. 
Donations in Trevor’s memory will be sent to the Stroke 

Unit at the Princess Royal University Hospital (£700) and 
to the local branch of the British Heart Foundation of which 

Trevor was Chairman, (£1,000).  Thank you. 

ST ED 
Is there a parishioner who lives near to St James’ Church 
at the end of St James’ Avenue and who would be willing 

to put half a dozen copies of St Ed through their presbytery 
front door each month?  Please contact the Office if you 

could do this for us. 

 CHURCH REFURBISHMENT PROJECT 
The Parish Finance Committee is currently working on a 

project to refurbish and update parish buildings including 

the church building and the parish hall.  Many parishioners 

have very kindly provided wonderful suggestions on how 

we can make better use of areas within the church, such 

at the library and shop area.  In addition there are a    

number of pressing building maintenance issues in the 

main church structure.  The last major refurbishment of the 

church building took place 20 years ago so this work is 

much overdue. Rather than fall into the trap of having 

many smaller unco-ordinated projects  we will consolidate 

these priorities and suggestions under a single building 

refurbishment programme and we hope to be able to 

share these plans with the  Parish towards the end of this 

year. 

CLAVER SISTERS’ GARDEN PARTY 

The Claver Sisters thank all those who contributed to the 

splendid success of their Garden Party. 

It was a wonderful day and we were able to raise £5414.58 

for Fr. Alexis Harolimana and the boat he needs for     

Ntokou Parish, diocese of Owando, Congo.   

May the good Lord reward you all and grant you all the 
graces you need. 

Thank you once more 

The Claver Sisters 
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EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTERS AND DBS CHECKS    
The Diocese requires EVERY Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion to have a valid DBS Certificate issued by the 
Parish whether or not they take communion to someone in 

their home.  If you have a DBS Certificate issued by another 
organisation, this will not apply for your role in the Parish.  

Please get in touch with the Parish Office so we can check 
your DBS status and start the process to apply if necessary.  
If you have been in touch and have been asked to complete 

an application form these are available at the back of the 
church.  Please return them to the office.  Thank you for the 

excellent response to date.   
 

ST EDMUND’S PARISH APP 
Have you registered on the St Edmund’s parish data-
base?  We now have a St Edmunds app and you can 

have your own personal login allowing you to check the 
calendar of events, to make donations online and much 

more.  
 Registering is easy – go to www.saintedmunds.net and 

go to the  parishioners tab.  Registering takes no more 
than 2 minutes 

PRACTICE OF THE DEVOTION TO THE  
PRECIOUS BLOOD PRAYER GROUP 

The Annunciation and St Augustine’s Church 
Beckenham Hill  

Monthly night vigil on fourth Thursday of every month. 
Beginning with Mass at 11pm 

 
All are welcome.   

Further information from James Odudu 0795 252 6797 
 

SOUTH EAST LONDON ORCHESTRA 

Sunday 16 July 

4.00pm St Barnabas Church, Beckenham 

Brahms - Symphony No 4 in E minor 

Verdi - The Force of Destiny 

Mahler -  Ruckert Lieder 

Tickets £10/£8 conc.  Under 16s free. 

PARISH OUTING TO MARGATE   
Saturday 29 July 
 
Tickets are £15 and are on  
sale now from Emily.  Contact her 
on 07576 761 990 or email her on 
mariaemmy@yahoo.co.uk to  
reserve your seat. 
There are still some places  
available so don’t miss your 
chance to have a lovely day by the 
sea.  Margate has something for 
everyone and you will be in good 
company as Fr Steve has booked 
his seat. 

FR MARK’S LEAVING GIFT 
We now know that the parish is able to claim Gift Aid on the 
donations given for Fr Mark’s leaving present. 
If you have yet to give your offering would you please either 
use one of your GA envelopes and mark it for Fr Mark, or 
write your GA number on one of the printed envelopes   
available in the church. 
 
If you have already contributed and are happy to do so could 
you write your GA number on a slip of paper with the amount 
of your offering and pop it through the letter box and we will 
enter it retrospectively. 

COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND  
REFUGEES 

Our collection of items for asylum seekers and  
refugees in London is next weekend -  

Sunday, 23 July. 
Items that are needed are: dry goods, rice, instant- coffee, 

fruit juice, tuna, corned beef, sugar, herbs and spices, 
tinned tomatoes, other canned foods, cereals, oats,  

 cooking oil and toilet paper.  
 

Please leave your goods in the boxes in the porch and 
thank you in advance for your continued generosity. 

 
 

Pope Francis said ‘....love and charity, are  

service,........When you forget yourself and think of  

others, this is love!’  

 

CHRISTINA CARROLL RIP 
The flowers that will decorate the church from  

Thursday have been donated by the family of the late 
Christina Carroll on the second anniversary of her 

death, in loving memory and thanksgiving. 

The Rosary is prayed every Monday to Saturday for 
twenty minutes before the start of 10.00am Mass. 

After Mass there is Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
for an hour; you are free to come in when you wish and 

to leave when you want.  Rosary and  
Adoration continues throughout the summer. 

SUMMER ORGAN RECITAL 
Saturday 22 July at 6.00pm 

St Michael and All Angels, Ravenscroft Road, BR3 4TN 
PETER STEVENS 

Assistant Master of Music and Organist 
Westminster Cathedral 

Music by Bach, Buxtehude and other music from the  
Baroque period.  

Entry free. 
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS 

16 July - 22 July 
 

Sunday 16 July  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8.00 am Church Augustine and Olive Essien  
  9.30 am Church Mabel Vogel 
    (Church Parade)  
11.00 am Church Patrick Chambers RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Muriel Hartrop RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people of the parish 

 
Monday 17 July  Feria 
  8.15 am 27 V Way Handmaids of the Sacred Heart  
10.00 am Church David Parker RIP 
  7.30 pm 27 V Way Adoration Hour 
   
Tuesday 18 July  Feria 

  8.15 am Claver  Sr Kate 
10.00 am Church Clifford Moore RIP (1st Anniv) 
 
Wednesday 19July  Feria 
  8.15 am  Claver  John and Freda Locke RIP 
10.00 am Church Ints of the Cotter family 
  7.30 pm Church Cecil O’Callaghan and family  
 
Thursday 20 July   Feria (St Apollinarius) 
  8.15 am Claver  Angelo Divito RIP 
10.00 am Church Robertson family 
  4.30 pm Church Reception of body of John McAvoy 
 
Friday 21 July  Feria (St Lawrence of Brindisi) 
  8.15 am Claver  Helen Richards RIP 
  9.10 am  St Mary’s Maisie Kearney RIP 
10.00 am Church Joanna Duguid RIP 
  1.00 pm Church Requiem Mass for John McAvoy 
 
Saturday 22 July  St Mary Magdalene 
  8.15 am Claver  Jack Mockler RIP 
10.00 am Church Jay Mukoro RIP 
Confessions from 10.30 - 11 am and from 5.00 - 6.00pm 
  6.00 pm Church John and Ellen Deering RIP 
 
Sunday 23 July  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8.00 am Church Aileen and Georg RIP  
  9.30 am Church Mick Jackson RIP 
11.00 am Church Michael Akpenyi RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Philomena D’Cruz RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people of the parish 

Please pray for the housebound, and the sick and others who 
have asked for our prayers. 

Dorothy Appleyard, Peter Appleyard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, 
Kim Benardis, Christopher Browne, Edith Campos,  

Baby Vienna-Marie Carpenter, John Colling, Tony Cox, Ruby Desmond,  
Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, John Dillon, Rita Dixon 

Jeanette Duffy, Elizabeth, Ann Elmer, Martin Farquhar, 
Margaret Fennessy, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox,  

Barry Gardiner, Isabelle Ghawi, Benny Green, Philomena Guard,  
Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd, Norman Holland, Frank Holmes,  

Dave Hustwayte, Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria Jovanov,  
Fr Peter Kelly, Grace Knight, Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister,  

Mim Lodge, Kathy Maleczek, Neelam Malik, Dominic McGrath,  
Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and  

family, Patrick Metters, Eddie Mitchell 1 yr, Gaynor Mullane, Dominic Nash, 
Sean O’Connor, Jospehine O’Hagan, Valerie Parr, Dorothy Pask,  
Leonard Pope, John Quaife, Baby Isaac Ratinckx, Gabriella Rolls,  

Sandra Sekulic, Claire Shelton-Jones, Marie-Therese Sinon,  
Mike & Eileen Slemen, Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, Sarah Thornton, 

Barry Thorp, Katie Toone, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner, Annette Virdee, 
Hilary Walker, Louise Walters, Patricia Weal, Terry Weal, Emma Winch, 

Suha Wright, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz, Maureen Young,  
and Fred Wye. 

 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
JULY 
Meditation in no 11 every Monday from 5.30 - 6.15 
20 July - Reception of body of John McAvoy - 4.30pm 
21 July - Requiem of John McAvoy - 1pm 
22 July - Contemplative Saturday 11-12 noon in no 11 
29 July - Parish outing to Margate 

30 July - Farewell party for Fr Mark 
 
AUGUST 
Meditation in no 11 every Monday from 5.30 - 6.15 
 

 
The collection last week raised £2572.61 

The collection for the Apostleship of the Sea came 
to £1091.60 

 

Please remember in your prayers the deceased whose  
anniversaries occur at this time. 

 
Geoff Wallis, Anthony Guinle, Margaret Theodorides,  
Clifford Moore, Patrick McLaughlin, Christina Carroll,  

Helen Gardner Richards, Fr Ernest Bonvini, Oswaldo Paya, 
Harold Cepero  

 
 

Please pray for those who have recently died 
 

Veronica Mayes, Arnold Lynch, Fr Peter Ryman,   
John McAvoy, Arthur Donnelly and  

Deacon Peter Rennie 

  Readings for the 16th Sunday 
  Wisdom 12: 13,16-19 
  Psalm 85 
  Romans 8: 26-27 
  Matthew 13: 24-43 
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