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THE PREFERENTIAL OPTION FOR THE POOR 

The second collection today is for Peters Pence which assists the Holy Father to  
exercise works of mercy and charity. 

Next week the collection is for the Apostleship of the Sea. 
This weekend and next the Claver Sisters are selling raffle tickets in advance of their Garden Party 

 

THIS SUNDAY’S GOSPEL READING opens with the words 

of Jesus: ‘Do not be afraid. For everything now hidden will 

be made clear. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the  

daylight; what you hear in whispers, proclaim from the 

housetops.’  This might be a good reading for whoever is 

likely to be taking part in the public enquiry due to be held 

into the fire at Grenfell Tower in Notting Dale: it is essential 

that such an enquiry should bring into the open all the back-

ground to this terrible event.  I lived and worked in the area 

for a few years as a student in the early 80s: what has been 

striking has been the  extent to which local churches and    

religious groups in particular have been at the centre of the 

relief effort.  The strength of these churches (grounded in 

sound theology), and their levels of co-operation are partly 

because of the big Christian input, over many years, in the 

Notting Hill Carnival, started decades ago by Trinidadian 

Catholics. 

Much has been written about what any enquiry may conclude 

about responsibility for what happened.  For Catholics, there 

are guiding principles which help us to evaluate both critically 

and with compassion every aspect of this.  Some are fairly 

obvious, such as truth-telling; others less so.  One such       

principle is what is called the preferential option for the poor. 

This concept originated in what is known as ‘Liberation    

Theology’ in Latin America in the 60s and 70s, and was 

brought into mainstream Catholic thinking by St John Paul II 

and Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, later Pope Benedict XVI. 

What does it mean?  In 1987 St John Paul gave this definition:  

‘.. the option or love of preference for the poor.  This is an     

option, or a special form of primacy in the exercise of     

Christian charity, to which the whole tradition of the 

Church bears witness.  It affects the life of each Christian 

inasmuch as he or she seeks to imitate the life of Christ, 

but it applies equally to our social responsibilities and 

hence to our manner of living, and to the logical decisions 

to be made concerning the ownership and use of goods..’.  

So putting the poor first is how we imitate Our Lord, and it is 

about lots of things: charity, our lifestyle, and political       

decisions about the ownership and use of goods in society.  If 

a key issue which the Grenfell Tower enquiry is going to look 

at is housing policy and decisions about ‘social housing’ - and 

the issue needs to be looked at not only in Kensington and 

Chelsea but all over the country - then the Catholic will want 

to apply the preferential option for the poor.  How far do  

councils take decisions which put the needs of the poor first? 

What are their priorities in terms of housing need?  The  

Catholic Church and other churches have repeatedly          

challenged politicians about this, for as long as I can          

remember.  Blessed Paul VI taught in 1971 that ‘the         

more fortunate should renounce some of their rights so as 

to place their goods more generously at the service of    

others’ Are local or national politicians saying this?  Just to 

ask these questions shows us how far dominant political    

culture is from Christian moral teaching as proclaimed by the 

popes. As we evaluate what will be made clear about this fire 

in the months ahead, we need to keep these questions clear in 

our minds.  It would be good too if politicians who claim to be 

Christians could do so too.  Many have asked how to donate 

gifts and money to help the victims of the fire.  We’ve been 

advised to refer people to the website of the Westminster  

archdiocese, www.rcdow.org. 
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 PARISH NOTICES 
 

 

 

 

CLAVER CONVENT GARDEN PARTY 
Saturday 8 July 

There are flyers to publicise the garden party in the 
porch.  Please take a couple and display them in your car 

or your house window.   
 

If you cannot take your contributions direct to the convent 
then please bring them to the office. 

*£24,131.87* 
 

St Edmund’s Gift Aid rebate for 2016-2017 came to 
£24,131.87. 

This is a wonderful amount which really helps our  
parish’s finances, so a heartfelt thank you to those who 

gift aid already.  We do believe though that there are 
many parishioners who are tax payers who haven’t yet 

signed up to this.  Please think about it.  There are 
forms on the notice board in the porch. 

 
We still have many boxes of envelopes that haven’t 

been collected.  It may be that you give your offering by 
Standing Order so don’t need your envelopes for the 
weekly collection but each box does contain special  
envelopes for some second collections and for your 

Easter and Christmas offering to the priests. 
These do need to be used for the church to collect the 

gift aid on these occasions. 

COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH  
Fr Steve has received a letter from His Grace Bishop Antony, 
the Patriarch of the Church in the UK to thank the parish for 
their generous support after the bomb attacks on churches in 
Egypt on Palm Sunday. The letter is on the notice board for 
those who wish to read it.  

BECKENHAM CATENIANS  
We are holding our monthly meeting 
on Monday, 26 June at 8.00 pm at  
The Club, 4 Bromley Road,  
Beckenham, BR3 5JE, (beside 
ASK).   
We would welcome any men of  
St Edmund’s to join us for a social  
evening and to find out about the  
Association. 
 
If you want to know more about The 
Catenians take a look at their web-
pages www.thecatenians.com 

The sisters are raising funds for Fr Alexis Harolimana in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo.  Fr Alexis can only 

reach his scattered parishioners by a boat with outboard 
motor.  Please collect toiletries, bottles, plants, handmade 
crafts and unwanted gifts, and nearer the day bake a cake 

or two.   
If you aren’t able to join the Sisters on the 8th please buy 

some raffle tickets after the Masses this weekend. 

JULY 2 - 11.00 am MASS 
The 11 am Mass next Sunday is being said for the People of 
the Parish.  However, on that Sunday its special focus is as a 
Thanksgiving Mass for our new Catholics;  those who were 
either baptised or received into our faith at the Easter Vigil in 
April this year, made their First Communion and were  
Confirmed.  They have come to the end of the course which 
has met weekly since last September.  Once again, welcome 
to the parish.  The RCIA team deserves our thanks for their 
wonderful commitment to the course, their unflagging        
enthuisiasm and their care of their catechumens.  

DEACON SÉAN 
Deacon Séan is going to Ghana to visit his family.  He will be 
away for a month.  We wish him a safe journey and a relaxing 

and peaceful break.  Whilst he is in Ghana he will  visit the 
school that your kind donations have built.  I am sure he will 

report back on it on his return. 

WHAT NEXT AFTER LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINARS? 
We invite you to join us on Friday 30 June, last Friday of 
the month for our bible study and charismatic prayers in  

no 11 Village Way, 7.30-9 pm.  
 

Come and share your experiences with us.  
Put into action the gift of God  Timothy 2- 1:6.   

God bless you as you come. Shalom  

FOLK CHOIR - 2 JULY 
The choir will not be  
singing at 5:30pm Mass on 
Sunday 2 July as several 
choir members are away or 
otherwise unavailable. 
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PARISH OUTING TO MARGATE  
Saturday 29 July 

Tickets are £15 and are on sale now.   
Please contact Emily on 07576 761990 or email her on 

mariaemmy@yahoo.co.uk to reserve your seat. 
 

The coach will leave from St Edmund’s at 9.45am promptly.  
After the group photo you will be free to explore Margate at 
your leisure.  Bring a packed lunch or maybe visit one of the 

local restaurants and don’t forget to pray for fine weather! 

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
We are now considering admissions for Year 3 
for September 2017 and applications to join 
waiting lists for other year groups.  Please  
contact Mrs Travers on 020 8650 2355 for  
information.  Visits to the school are warmly 
welcome. 

 

EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTERS AND DBS CHECKS 

   We require all Extraordinary Ministers to have a valid DBS 
Certificate issued by the Parish.  If you have a DBS           

Certificate issued by another organisation, unfortunately, this 
will not apply for your role in the Parish.  Please get in touch 
with the Parish Office so we can check your DBS status and 

start the process to apply.  If you have been in touch and 
need to complete an application form these are available at 

the back of the church.  Please return them to the office.  
Thank you for the excellent response to date.   

CHEESE AND WINE EVENT FOR YOUTH MINISTERS 
Tuesday 27 June at 8pm.  

If you are interested in youth ministry and are already    
involved in your parish or would simply like to find out 
more, you are warmly invited to attend our Cheese & Wine 
event at St James the Great Church in Petts Wood on  
Tuesday 27 June at 8pm.   
Take this opportunity to get to know other youth ministers 
in Bromley parishes, share your experiences and discover 
the programme of exciting activities and projects we have 
in store to engage young people in their faith for the  
coming year.   
RSVP susan.longhurst@bromleydeanery.org  
by Tuesday 20 June 2017.   

We look forward to seeing you there! 

PIANO RECITAL 

One, of our parishioners, Ruth McConkey, the composer of   

St Edmund’s Mass, is giving a piano recital of Bach,  

Beethoven and Brahms in aid of the  Wonder Foundation.  
Wonder's mission is to empower vulnerable communities 

worldwide through education.  They  work with partner  

 projects that primarily support women and act as a stimulus 
for ending poverty in their families and communities.  

The concert is on Sunday 2 July at 6pm at Ashwell House,  

10 Wellesley Terrace, Shepherdess Walk, N1 7NA 

 
CATHOLIC SINGLES 
8 July - 3pm at no11 

It is not too late to join this group.  If you are interested  
contact Emily at stedmundscatholicsingles@gmail.com or 

call 0757 676 1990 

ST PHILOMENA’S CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL FOR 
GIRLS 

Open Evening Tuesday 4 July  
3.30 - 8.00 pm  

For parents of girls due to transfer to secondary school. 
Details on the poster in the porch 

There are copies of the Diocese’s newsletter for June from 
the Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation team.  

Please take one from the back of the church 

LISTENING TO THE CRY OF THE EARTH AND THE 

CRY OF THE POOR 

A Cafod talk 

You are invited to hear Fr Peter Hughes, an Irish Columban 
priest from County Mayo who has spent most of his life as 

a missionary based in Lima, Peru.  During Fr Peter’s talk he 
will be enlightening us on the Church’s response to 

Laudato Si' , Pope Francis’s encyclical on  

The Environment, and teaching us more about the 
Church’s work in Latin America. 

The talk will take place on Thursday 13 July in  

St Edmund’s Hall, 7.30 – 9pm; please try to arrive between 
7pm and 7.15pm.  It would help the organisers if you can 

book your place in advance at  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/listening-to-the-cry-of-the-
earth-and-the-cry-of-the-poor-a-cafod-talk-tickets-

34503283249. 

 

If you don’t have internet access, let the office know 

and they will book your place for you. 

ALTAR SERVERS’ SUMMER BREAK  
If you son or daughter is an altar server (10-15 years) they 

may be interested in joining Summertime 2017 from  
8-11  August. This is an excellent few days in a holiday  

atmosphere; activities include talks, discussions, prayer, 
sport, Chessington World of Adventures, Laser Elite and 

swimming. More details on the form in the porch.  

CTiB PICNIC ON THE GREEN 
This Sunday - 25 June  
Beckenham Green, High St,  
Beckenham BR3 5JG 
1.30 - 4.00 pm 
www.ctib.co.uk 

FR MARK 
We will be having a farewell lunch party for Fr Mark on  
Sunday 30 July and all are invited to attend.  We are getting 
together a team to organise the event.  If you would like to 
get involved, please contact: 
Jocelyn on 07860 409107 email: drj.maxime@gmail.com 
Christina on 07963 783299 email:  
                    christinamcarr@hotmail.co.uk or 
Tanya on 07415 054468 email: kaditanya@gmail.com 
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS 

25 June - 1 July 
 

Sunday 25 June  12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8.00 am Church The Wright family ints.  
  9.30 am Church Dec’d members of the Panglose  
    and Brelu-Brelu families 
    (family mass)  
11.00 am Church Richard Graves RIP 
    (baptism) 
  5.30 pm Church For the People of the Parish 
  7.00 pm Church John Murnane’s Medjugorje  
    pilgrims living and dec’d 
 
Monday 26 June  Feria 
  8.15 am 27 V Way Antony and Violet Fernandes RIP  
10.00 am Church Mass cancelled 
11.00 am Church Requiem of Trevor Binley 
  2.00 pm Church Requiem of Francis O’Grady 
  7.30 pm 27 V Way Adoration Hour 
   
Tuesday 27 June  Feria (St Cyril of Alexandria) 
    8.15 am Claver  Private Intention 
10.00 am Church Frank and Kath Elmer RIP 
12.45 pm Challoner No Mass 
 
Wednesday 28 June St Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr 
  8.15 am  Claver  Pat Keane and Thomas Keane RIP 
10.00 am Church Bessie Boudville RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Wellbeing of Maria Mariathas 
  (vigil) 
 
Thursday 29 June   SS Peter and Paul - Solemnity 
  7.30 am Church Nora Leigh RIP 
  9.00 am Challoner Barbara Oke 
  9.10 am St Marys Private Intention 
10.00 am Church David Norman RIP 
12 noon Church Nyree Turner 
  8.00 pm Church Vincenzo Collonnese RIP 
 
Friday 30 June  Feria (The First Martyrs of Holy  
    Roman Church) 
  8.15 am Claver  Ints of the McAvoy family 
  9.10 am  St Mary’s No Mass 
10.00 am Church Emile Cefai RIP 
 
Saturday 1 July  Feria (Our Lady) 
  8.15 am Claver  Promoters and Benefactors of the  
    Claver Sisters 
10.00 am Church Ramesh Macwan RIP 
Confessions from 10.30 - 11 am 
  5.00 pm Church First Saturday Devotion to Fatima 
Confessions from 5.30 - 6.00 pm 
  6.00 pm Church Crescenzo and Delisa Panetta RIP 
 
Sunday 2 July  13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8.00 am Church Hazel Friend-Pereira RIP  
  9.30 am Church Rafal and Max - in thanksgiving  
11.00 am Church For the people of the Parish 

  5.30 pm Church Tommy Ruddy RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Tommy Finch RIP 

Please pray for the housebound, and the sick and others who 
have asked for our prayers. 

Dorothy Appleyard, Peter Appleyard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, 
Kim Benardis, Christopher Browne, Edith Campos,  

Baby Vienna-Marie Carpenter, John Colling, Tony Cox, Ruby Desmond, 
Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, John Dillon, Rita Dixon,  

Arthur Donnelly, Jeanette Duffy, Elizabeth, Ann Elmer, Martin Farquhar, 
Margaret Fennessy, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox,  

Barry Gardiner, Isabelle Ghawi, Benny Green, Philomena Guard,  
Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd, Norman Holland, Frank Holmes,  

Dave Hustwayte, Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria Jovanov,  
Fr Peter Kelly, Grace Knight, Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister,  

Mim Lodge, Kathy Maleczek, Neelam Malik, Dominic McGrath,  
Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and  

family, Patrick Metters,  Eddie Mitchell 1 yr, Gaynor Mullane, Dominic Nash, 
Sean O’Connor, Jospehine O’Hagan, Valerie Parr, Dorothy Pask, Leonard 
Pope, John Quaife, Baby Isaac Ratinckx, Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic,  

Claire Shelton-Jones, Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen,  
Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, Sarah Thornton, Barry Thorp, Katie Toone, 

Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner, Annette Virdee, Hilary Walker,  
Louise Walters,  

 

Please remember in your prayers the deceased whose  
anniversaries occur at this time. 

 
Lilcia de Fabiani, June Singleton, Gerard Belfourd,  

Dr Margaret Reilly, Bessie Boudville, Valerie Baskett,  
Norah Leigh, Tommy Ruddy, Sarah Bamford. 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
JUNE 
Meditation in no 11 every Monday from 5.30 - 6.15 
26 June - Requiem Mass for Trevor Binley at 11am 
 
JULY 
Meditation in no 11 every Monday from 5.30 - 6.15 
(except 3 and 17 July) 
  1 July - Catechism Group end of year Mass and party 
  8 July - Claver Convent Garden Party  
  8 July - 3pm in no11 - Catholic Singles 
13 July - Cafod speaker on South America and  
  Laudato ‘si 
14 July - Requiem Mass for Sabine Doran 11am 
22 July - Contemplative Saturday 11-12 noon in no 11 
22 July - Youth Club 6.00-8.00pm 
29 July - Parish outing to Margate (details in newsletter) 

30 July - Farewell lunch party for Fr Mark 
 

 
The collection last week raised £2399.47 

The collection for Day for Prayer for Human Life 
raised £798.32 

 
Readings for 13th Sunday 
2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16 
Psalm 88 
Romans 6:3-4,8-11 
Matthew 10:37-42 

Please pray for those who have recently died 

 

Sabine Doran, Veronica Mayes, Trevor Binley,  
 Alyson Watt, Arnold Lynch,  

Francis O’Grady and Diana Pick.  
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