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THE TRIUMPH OF GOODNESS  

This issue of St.Ed. comes to you in Holy Week and Easter, the time 

of year which is most special for Christians of all denominations.  Our 

belief is that the central event in human history is the Crucifixion and             

Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  With Christians all over the world we 

try in this week to enter into these events through our acts of worship 

and witness, inviting others to join us, to be open to the Christian   

message.  Our Lord’s death was characterised by violence and cruelty, 

like so many other deaths; we see his rising from the dead on the first 

Easter Sunday as a manifestation of the triumph of good over evil, of 

light over darkness.  This sense of triumph is captured well in        

Resurrection by the  Spanish  artist El Greco, painted at the end of the 

sixteenth century.  Details are given here of the main acts of worship 

for the end of Holy Week and for Easter at St Edmund’s Church - a 

very Happy Easter to all of you from the Catholic community in  

Beckenham. 

Fr Ashley Beck, editor 

ashleybeck88@hotmail.com. 

 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, 13 April 

8pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed by the watch at the  

Altar of Repose until midnight 

  

GOOD FRIDAY, 14 April 

10am Children’s Service 

11am Ecumenical Walk of Witness to St George’s 

3pm Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

8pm Stations of the Cross 

 

HOLY SATURDAY, 15 April 

7.30pm The Easter Vigil, with the Blessing of the Easter Candle, 

Baptism and Confirmation and the First Mass of Easter 

 

EASTER SUNDAY, 16 April 

Mass at 8am, 9.30am, 11am, 5 30pm and 7pm    
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CAFOD LENT FAST DAY APPEAL 2017  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Catholic churches all over the country the Friday of the first full week of the season of 

Lent, which this year was 10 March, is kept as a special Fast day.  We ask people to give 

up something on that day and give the money saved to a special appeal from our           

development agency CAFOD (Catholic Agency for Overseas Development).  Part of 

what good development aid is about is enabling people to develop their own sustainable 

resources; so the example given in this year’s appeal (details on www.cafod.org.uk) was 

from Northern Zambia.  A widow called Florence was given tiny fish by CAFOD’s    

partners in the area and enabled to construct a pond for them; she has been able to market 

her fish and buy clothes and school books for her family. 

 

In this parish we raised £2462 from this year’s appeal.  If you would like to add to the 

sum raised you can do this via the Cafod website. 
 

 

 

 

 

PARISH LENT COURSE 2017        

THE CHURCH AND THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES 

For the first time this year our Lent talks were given in church rather than in our hall, 

which enabled the talks to be broadcast live and recorded through our new parish      

webcam system, accessible from our parish website, www.saintedmunds.net (where you 

can also watch all acts of worship live, and as well recordings  of our Saturday evening 

and Sunday Masses, and funerals).  We aimed to look at some of the ‘signs of the times’ 

in the world at the moment, trying to discern signs of evil and signs of good.  So, for    

example, among the former would be the rise in suspicion and hatred towards foreigners 

(particularly refugees and asylum seekers) since the EU Referendum last summer and 

also the continued dependency of this country on nuclear weapons; among the latter 

would be the work of groups such as LIFE which advise women contemplating having an 

abortion, ways in which children are learning about Christian teaching about how we 

care for the creation, and the pilgrimages to Lourdes for handicapped children  organised 

by young people and others.  The basic message is that however depressed we might get 

about evil in the world, the power of good is stronger.  The text of the talks can also be 

downloaded from our website.       
 



BISHOP CHALLONER SCHOOL AND THE BETHLEHEM ICON CENTRE 

On Friday 24 March the chapel of Bishop Challoner School was rededicated by the 

Archbishop of Southwark after its refurbishment.  The Archbishop is shown here, with 

other clergy and altar servers 
   
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can see in the picture two new icons, depicting the Annunciation: the angel Gabriel 

is on the left and Our Lady is on the right.  There is also a new hanging icon style       

crucifix.  These were all commissioned, with another icon in the chapel, by the         

Bethlehem Icon Centre.  This new centre in the town of Christ’s birth provides             

opportunities for local people and others from the rest of the world to learn the art of 

‘writing’ icons: this not only deepens people’s religious faith and commitment, it        

contributes to the local economy in the West Bank, where there is so much                    

unemployment and poverty.  The centre has also had commissions from Lichfield        

Cathedral and All Saints Anglican Church in Rome (where the new icon was recently 

blessed by Pope Francis.)  The school has also set up its own icon workshop.  For more 

details of the school see www.bishopchallonerschool.com, where you can see the        

souvenir brochure for the blessing ceremony. For more details of the centre and the 

courses it offers go to www.bethlehemiconcentre.org . 
 

 

THE PASSION PLAY AT ST MARY’S SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the highlights of Lent each year for us is the year 5 Passion Play at St Mary’s 

School.  The year group of two classes re-enacts the story of Jesus’ suffering and death, 

with singing, dialogue and action - (here you see a montage of scenes).  The  children 

take the play very seriously and many adults who watch it every year feel that we have 

been taught by them by the experience. The adults also find the production very moving.  

The production enables the  Christian faith of the children to be integrated into building 

up their skills in drama and music, and also helps develop their sense of confidence. 

For more details of the school go to www.st-mary-catholic.bromley.sch.uk. 
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Mass Times at  
St. Edmund’s: 
  
Sundays: 
6.00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil);  
8.00 a.m.;  
9.30 a.m. (Choir)  
(Family Mass 4th Sunday);  
11.00 a.m. (Chorale);  
5.30 p.m. (Folk Choir);  
7.00 p.m. 
 
Weekdays:   
8.15 a.m. (Mon at 25  
Village Way, Tues - Sat at 
the Claver Convent) 
St. Edmund’s  
10.00 a.m.; (Mon - Sat.) 
7.30 p.m.(Wed only) 
St Mary’s School: 
Fri 9.10 a.m. (term time only) 
 
Holydays of Obligation:   
St. Edmund’s 
(Vigil) 7.30 p.m.;  
7.30 a.m.; 10.00 a.m.; 
12 noon; 8.00 p.m.  
St Mary’s School:  
9.10 a.m. (term time only).  
 

Confessions:  
Saturday:  10.30 – 11.00 and 
5.00 – 6.00 p.m.,  
after evening Mass and at 
other times - on request. 


