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A BIG PART of our Lent programme of talks this year, about   

discerning the ‘signs of the times’, has been concerned with trying 

to recognise the presence of evil in the world, the personification 

we traditionally call Satan.  For the first time this year we had the 

talks in the church rather than the hall, to enable us to broadcast 

and record them through our webcam, but I have no idea how 

many people took advantage of this.  It occurred to me quite early 

on that if we had called the course ‘Satan today’ we might have 

had more people turn up to the church. 

 

One of the examples we thought about of the continuing presence 

of Satan was to do with violence.  This was identified primarily 

with the increase in abuse and violence towards foreigners -     

refugees and asylum seekers, and also people from elsewhere in 

the EU - discernible since last summer’s referendum.  Just over a 

week ago we saw a chilling example of this not far from here -  in 

Shirley in the attack on the young asylum seeker Rekah Ahmed.  

We saw it also in the terrible attack on Westminster Bridge and 

Parliament earlier in Lent.  Events of this kind can get us down, 

particularly in a special or sacred season of the Church’s year.  

Violence in all its forms seems so pervasive in the world. 

 

But of course there are two things we need to remember.  

 

 
THE TRIUMPH OF GOOD OVER EVIL 

First is that there is actually a lot less violence in the world than 

there has been in earlier periods of history.  A few years ago 

this was shown beyond doubt, from detailed evidence, by the 

American academic Steven Pinker, in his work The Better   

Angels of our Nature. In the past things were much, much 

worse. 

 

The second thing is that we really shouldn’t be surprised when 

bad things happen at good or sacred times of year.  At the Last 

Supper we are told in John’s gospel that after Jesus gives Judas 

Iscariot a piece of bread ‘Satan entered him.’  Quite often 

when we feel particularly close to God we are also aware of the  

presence of evil trying to drag us down: for Satan will always 

feel threatened by the power of the living God. 

 

What we tried explore above all in the Lent talks is that good is 

stronger than evil, that Jesus Christ, just as he sent Satan    

packing at the end of forty days in the desert, has triumphed 

over him. It is this triumph and victory into which we enter 

every Holy Week, beginning with Palm Sunday today.  The 

victory of Our Lord Jesus Christ is not simply his Resurrection 

on the first Easter Day - it is also his crucifixion by which he 

has redeemed the world.  The Church points forward to this 

victory today, Palm Sunday, through Jesus’ triumphant entry 

into Jerusalem, acclaimed by his people waving branches of 

olive and palm. This is the simple reason why now the clergy 

wear red vestments today and on Good Friday, the colour of the 

Precious Blood of Jesus but also of kingship and triumph . So 

try and be generous with your time and your hearts as we enter 

into Holy Week. 
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PARISH NOTICES 
 

 

  RESPECTFUL SILENCE 
Fr Steve would like to remind all those who attend the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper and the Good Friday service 
that after these services the church should be in total  
silence except for any singing. 

RECEPTION AFTER THE EASTER VIGIL 
There will be a reception in the Hall after the Easter Vigil 
both to celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord and to   
welcome into the parish those who will have been        
received into the Church during the Vigil. 

 
OUR PALMS 

 
Our Palm Crosses have been made by 
people with disabilities in Ghana.  It 
gives the people a sense of pride that 
they can contribute to income          
generation for the centre that supports 
them.  All at Ahotokurom Rehabilitation 
Centre remember us in their prayers 
this Palm Sunday and ask that we too 
remember them. For more information 
about the project see: www.ahoto.org 

THE BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD 
For several years now at St Edmund's we have practised 
the ancient custom of bringing to church on Holy Saturday 
morning food that we will use on Easter Day 
when our period of Lenten fasting comes to an 
end.   While this beautiful custom long ago fell out of use 
in much of Western Europe, it has always flourished in 
Eastern Europe, and one of the loveliest signs of the   
cultural diversity of our Parish has been the rising number 
of people from Eastern Europe, and especially from our    
sizeable Polish community, who attend the ceremony 
each year, together with people from closer to 
home.   Different countries have different customs as to 
the range of items to be brought for blessing.   So 
some people might bring bread and lamb, both of which 
represent Jesus; some also bring salt, representing purity; 
and some bring horseradish, the bitterness of which    
reminds us of Jesus' suffering.  But whatever else they 
bring, eggs are common to all traditions, for eggs       
symbolise what Easter is about, the Resurrection.  Each 
year, we find, brought for blessing, beautifully decorated 
boiled eggs, often displayed in prettily decorated          
baskets.   It is a lovely occasion, and even as, on Holy 
Saturday, we contemplate our Lord's lifeless body in 
the tomb, this simple, charming and ancient ceremony      
offers a foretaste of the joy that will be ours the following 
day.  You can bring your own items of Easter food for 
blessing on Holy Saturday morning.  The blessing of 
food follows the office of Readings and Morning 
Prayer, which begins at 10  o'clock 

 

 
 

EASTER OFFERINGS 
A reminder that at all masses on Easter Sunday your        
offerings are for the priests of the parish.  If you have set up a 
standing order for your weekly donation to the church this will 
not go to the priests but to the Church.  Gifts to the priests 
made by SO must be identifiable as Easter or Christmas   
offerings so you may wish to donate using an envelope. 
Anyone able to Gift Aid their donation should ensure that it is  
in an envelope marked with their GA number. (Any envelope 
will do.)  The GA is not allowed to go to the priests but the 
church is able to claim it back and as the Easter offering is so       
generous the GA makes a great deal of difference to the 
church’s finances. 

HALL GARDEN 
Our Hall garden is a wonderful space to spend time in and 
it is used and enjoyed by many parishioners.  However it is 
proving an uphill battle for our gardeners to maintain its 
beauty as it is repeatedly being damaged by the children 
who run and jump over the beds, crushing and destroying 
the plants.  There is also an increasing amount of litter. 
Parents will you please keep a close eye on your children 
when they are playing, and do not allow them to spoil this 
lovely space.  
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MEMORIAL MASS FOR  
CHARLES AND ALICE SCIBBERAS 

The evening Mass on Wednesday 12 April is a Mass of   
remembrance for Charles and his wife Alice. 

All who knew him are invited to attend. There will be a small 
reception afterwards. 

 

 
 
 

 

GUILD OF ST STEPHEN - FOR ALTAR SERVERS 
Because of a delay in the supply of new medals, we will    

probably need to postpone the forthcoming medal ceremony 
and rehearsal.  New dates will be announced once the medals   

arrive in the Parish 

 

ALTAR SERVERS PRACTICES FOR  
THE EASTER TRIDUUM 

At St. Edmunds we hold special practices for altar  
servers for the three masses in the Easter Triduum. 
There's a lot going on at each mass so we really         
appreciate as many servers as possible.  
 
This year, the practice for each mass will take place in 
the church at 12 noon on the day of each mass. 
  
Parents please make every effort to assist your children 
in coming to the rehearsals as it means they will know 
what to expect and be more confident in their serving. 
 
Any questions please contact rmcconkey05@gmail.com 

COLOMA SCHOOL MAY BALL  
To mark the retirement of Mrs Maureen Martin  

Please see the notice in the porch for full    
details of how to obtain tickets for this event. 

 

ST ED 
The April issue is out this weekend. 

As it gives the times for our Easter services it would be       
appreciated if it could be delivered before Thursday if at 

all possible. 

LAW SURGERY 
This Monday 10 April at 7.00pm in no11.  Please come as 
early as you are able as the solicitor leaves when the last  

person has been seen. 

MASS IN CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE 
If you are celebrating your 1st, 10th, 25th, 40th, 50th, 60+  

wedding anniversary this year you might like to celebrate it at 
a Mass in Southwark Cathedral on 17 June.  

If  you would like to receive an invitation from Archbishop 
Peter please give your name and address (including email, 

phone and post code ) to the parish office by Friday 28 April. 
 
 

COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES 
Thank you for your response to the collection last week.  You 
were as generous as ever.  Fr Ashley loaded his car and took 
everything to north London last Monday where it is being put 
to immediate use. DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE TO AYLESFORD SHRINE 

Saturday 22 April 
Organised by Marian Fathers 

main celebrant Rt. Rev Paul Hendricks 
Auxiliary Bishop Southwark 

 

Coach from Westminster Cathedral  £15.00 
Departure from the Cathedral 7.15am 

Contact Emmanuel: 020 7286 3804 or 07721362000 
Caroline: 07960466377 

All welcome - Bring your family & friends to the  
Merciful Jesus    

 

  GOOD FRIIDAY WALK OF WITNESS - 
STEWARDS NEEDED 
Once again St Edmund’s is participating in 
the Churches Together in Beckenham 
(CTiB) Walk of Witness to St George's on 
Good Friday morning.  Each Church in 
CTiB has been asked to provide two  
Stewards to assist in  marshalling walkers 
and directing traffic. A full briefing will be 
given by CTiB's co-ordinator Julia Johnson 
before the walk starts.  If you are able to 
help with this, please give your name and 
an email or telephone contact details to 
the Parish Office. 

ALTAR OF REPOSE 
The altar needs to be prepared during the evening of 

Wednesday 12 April.  If you could offer assistance to Mick 
Denne it would be greatly appreciated.  Please give him a call on 

07956 914 181.  . 

 
 
 
 

Our parish prayer for the success of the  
Life in the Spirit Seminars is available from the porch 

table.  Please take a prayer card home with you 

 
ST JOSEPH’S YOUTH MASS 

Saturday 22 April at 6pm 
For young people between 10-18 

Afternoon workshops on Art, Music and  
Singing and Drama 
Explore the Creed 

RSVP to admin@stjosephsbromley.org 
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS 

9 April to 15 April 
 
Sunday 9 April  Palm Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Caroline Pearson RIP 
  9.30 am Church Pro populo (gather in park at 9.15 for  

    procession) 

11.00 am Church Mary Walsh RIP  
  5.30 pm Church Eileen Curley RIP  
  7.00 pm Church Ellen Murnane RIP and family  

    members living and dead 

 
Monday 10 April  Monday of Holy Week 
  8.15 am 27 V Way Kathleen Farrell - good health 
10.00 am Church Wellbeing of Lee Jones 
  7.30 pm 27 V Way Adoration Hour 
   
Tuesday 11 April  Tuesday of Holy Week  
  8.15 am Claver   Private intention 
10.00 am Church Canon Michael Reynell RIP 
 
Wednesday 12 April Wednesday of Holy Week 
  8.15 am  Claver  Evelyn and Guido Pace and family  

    members living and dead 

10.00 am No Mass All Priests at the Chrism Mass 
  7.30 pm Church Charles and Alice Scibberas RIP 
 
Thursday 13 April   Maundy Thursday 
  8.15 am Claver  No Mass  
10.00 am Church Office of Readings and Morning  
    Prayer 
  8.00 pm Church Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
    Peter Calderwood RIP 
    Fr David Hutton RIP 
    Paul McCarthy RIP  
 
 Friday 14 April  Good Friday      
  8.00 am Church Office of Readings and Morning  
    Prayer 
10.00 am  Church Children’s Service 
11.00 am Church Walk of Witness to St George’s 
 3.00 pm Church The Lord’s Passion 
 7.00 pm Church Start of Divine Mercy Novena 
  
  
Saturday 15 April  Holy Saturday  
  10.00 am Church Office of Readings and Morning  
    Prayer with Blessing of Food 
  5.30 pm  Church  Divine Mercy Novena 
  8.00 pm Church  The Easter Vigil 
    Mary Vesey and Patrick Vesey 
    Delisa Panetta RIP  
    Canon Jack Madden RIP 
 
Sunday 16 April  The Resurrection of Our Lord  
    and Saviour Jesus Christ 
  8.00 am Church John Cronin RIP 
  9.30 am Church Canon Jack Madden RIP 
11.00 am Church Patrick Chambers RIP   
  5.30 pm Church Pro populo 
  7.00 pm Church John Murnane and his orphans  

    living and dec’d 

 
 

Please pray for the housebound, and the sick, at home, in  
hospital or in residential care:  

Dorothy Appleyard, Peter Appleyard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, 
Kim Benardis, Jerry Bresin, Christopher Browne, Edith Campos,  

Baby Vienna-Marie Carpenter, John Colling, Tony Cox, Ruby Desmond, 
Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, Rita Dixon, Rosanna Dominissini,  

Arthur Donnelly, Jeanette Duffy, Elizabeth, Ann Elmer,  
Margaret Fennessy, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox,  

Barry Gardiner, Benny Green, Philomena Guard, Eileen Hayes,  
Pat Hibberd, Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte,  

Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Baby Victoria Jovanov, Fr Peter Kelly, 
Grace Knight, Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge,  
Kathy Maleczek, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath,  

Mickey McGuigan, Neelam Malik, Patrick Metters, Baby Eddie Mitchell, 
Gaynor Mullane, Dominic Nash, Sean O’Connor, Barbara O’Driscoll,  

Jospehine O’Hagan, Angela Pareti, Valerie Parr,  
Dorothy Pask, Diane Pick, Leonard Pope, John Quaife,  

Baby Isaac Ratinckx,Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic, Claire Shelton-Jones, 
Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, 
Sarah Thornton, Barry Thorp, Katie Toone, Barbara Tucker, Annette Virdee, 

Louise Walters, Ian Watson, Patricia Weal, Terry Weal, Emma Winch,  
Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz, Maureen Young, and Fred Wye. 

 

Please remember in your prayers the deceased whose  
anniversaries occur at this time. 

 
Brian Glynn, Nicholas Gorman, John Edet, Terence Arnaud, 

Rainer Stuper, Prof. Harry Bradford, Sarah Chaplin,  
Mike Eiles 

 
 

Please pray for those who have  recently died. 
Fr Barry Angus, Sheila Dean and John Griffin 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
APRIL 
Meditation in no11 every Monday from 10.45 - 11.30 
 
10 April - Law Surgery 7.00pm in no11 
12 April - Memorial Mass for Charles Scibberas 7.30pm 
22 April - Youth Club 7.00 pm in the Hall 
23 April - Baptism Preparation class 3.00pm in the Hall 
29 April - Contemplative Saturday 11-12 noon 
 
MAY 
Meditation in no11 every Monday from 10.45 - 11.30 
27 May - Confirmation - noon 

Last week’s collection came to £4062.52  This included 
a very generous gift for which we are most grateful.  
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